
The Medi-Cal Manual for Intensive Care Coordination (ICC), Intensive Home Based 
Services (IHBS), and Therapeutic Foster Care (TFC) Services is currently 
unavailable online as the Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) and the 
California Department of Social Services (CDSS) are in the process of updating it to 
provide Mental Health Plans (MHPs), Child Welfare Departments (CWDs), 
providers, and other stakeholders with additional information and clarification 
concerning the provision of these services to children/youth for whom they are 
medically necessary. 
  
MHPs are expected to continue to provide, or arrange for the provision of Medi-
Cal Specialty Mental Health Services (SMHS) under the Early and Periodic 
Screening Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) benefit for eligible beneficiaries 
under the age of 21.   MHPs must continue to maintain adequate networks, meet 
access and service capacity standards, and comply with all other requirements 
established in their contract with DHCS. 
  
DHCS and CDSS are committed to continuing to support counties with 
implementation activities and practices on an ongoing basis so that all eligible 
children and youth receive SMHS, including ICC and IHBS, as medically necessary 
within the context of the Core Practice Model (CPM), and to implement TFC when 
approved by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). 
 


